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Only she could change it... and so she did. 3x100 words. Written for the "Voldemort Wins" challenge.

Only you can change it.

The words are always in her head, a sadistic mantra in the Dark Lord’s voice, only she isn’t supposed to call him, she’s not on his side, she never was, and he’s dead
either way so what’s the point?

Only you...

What gets her is that it’s the truth. But she resists.

Until she can’t take it anymore: the whispering voice – the loss clogging her throat through the long sleepless nights – the suspicion that if she’d made different choices…

She’d never understood the attraction to the Dark Arts before.

Because she’d never experienced love lost.

***
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Only you…

How long she’s resisted. The knowledge that he would probably never love her anyway. The knowledge that he probably wouldn’t appreciate it either way. She’s seen the
memories that he poured into Harry’s mind in his dying minutes. She knows he carried Lily – ungrateful Lily, so far as she can tell – to his grave, quite literally.

But she also knows that time isn’t a straight line. It curves in whirls and bunches, and one small breath changes everything.

One person changing sides. One witch changing allegiance.

One witch loving.

And he will live. Isn’t that all that matters?

***

The magic is easy enough to find for one such as her, one who’s as smart as she is, one who’s lost as much as she has.

Light pushes sideways. Colour sways, a rainbow of darkness in her eyes. She moves backwards. She considers unmaking herself, unknitting her very being, but decides
against it. She never was that nihilistic.

Instead she slides smoothly through time’s fabric.

She will not be undone, but remade.

She’ll fight for the Dark. Voldemort will win.

He will live.

When the hat touches her head, she whispers but one word, and the hat cries, “Slytherin!”
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