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Hermione looked at the sparkling ring on her left hand. Severus had proposed to her the night before, and she was still feeling a bit of shock. Despite having been together
for several years, the two had never discussed the possibility of getting married. Hermione was completely unprepared when Severus knelt beside her chair and held out a
small black box. The golden band was engraved with the shapes of two entwined serpents and set with diamonds. Thinking about this proof of her fiance’s love, Hermione
knew she would never look at a lump of coal the same way again.
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