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There had been no reason to celebrate for far too long. This holiday season saw the bittersweet joy of the fall of the Dark Lord mixed with the loss of many comrades. “This
was the Headmaster’s favorite elf-made wine,” remarked Severus. “He had several casks laid by for just such an occasion.” Only Hermione was able to detect the subtle
change in his voice that signified the emotion behind the words. She clinked her goblet gently against Severus’ and spoke. “To Albus Dumbledore, and all the loved ones
lost. May we never waste the peace their sacrifice has wrought.”
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