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The Ministry official looked curiously at the man sitting across from him. Not knowing what else to do, he shuffled his papers.

“Well, sir, you must certainly admit that this name change request is somewhat bizarre.”

The man glowered. “For my entire life I’ve been hounded by you Ministry bureaucrats just because I happen to be named ‘Tom Riddle’. Even after Harry Potter killed him, I
nearly got sent to Azkaban for it!”

“Well, it’s hardly our fault that your parents gave you that name. Why do you think that changing your name to ‘Tom Maroon Volt Riddle’ will help?”

*****

Riddle sighed impatiently. “The ‘other’ Tom Riddle was well known for his convenient middle name, which let him form it into the words ‘I AM LORD VOLDEMORT’. Now do
you understand?”

The Ministry official wrote it down on some spare paper and flicked his wand, rearranging the letters several times before they turned into something which made sense.

“I MET MAD LORD NOLVROOT?” he asked, raising an eyebrow and fighting a sudden—and very foreign—impulse to giggle.

Riddle jumped up from his seat, hands fisted. “No, you idiot!” he shouted. “It’s supposed to say, ‘I AM NOT LORD VOLDEMORT!”

*****

Author’s Notes: I have no idea where this idea came from. The name “Mad Lord Nolvroot” was semi-intentional, though; it’s a reference to “Mad Lord Snapcase”, a former
Patrician of Ankh-Morpork in Terry Pratchett’s “Discworld” books.

This was, incidentally, my first attempt at anything even remotely resembling a drabble. Although I'm somewhat ashamed that I had to actually split it into two to get the
whole story told and still keep to the 100-word limit, I'm quite pleased to say that I actually managed to do so, even if I had to cheat a bit...
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