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She stifled a laugh, though not particularly well, in the steamy, candlelit bathroom smelling lightly of jasmine. The purple welts shouldn’t have been funny, especially since
they were proving resistant to healing charms.

“You could have told me.”

“I wasn’t thinking clearly, no thanks to you.”

“Champagne and a bubble bath was supposed to be romantic." Severus cringed as Hermione carefully dried the skin and applied a salve to his back.

“It never occurred to me that you don’t take bubble baths because you’re allergic.” He would not have appreciated the broad grin that slowly crept, unbidden, across her
face.
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