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******

Hermione swallowed heavily, Firewhisky in hand. The room was dark; the flickering flames from her fireplace cast elongated, warped shadows against the sitting room
wall.

She touched the photograph in her hand tentatively.

In the picture, Severus crossed his arms and glared at her.

She could almost hear the echo of his voice. Kindly unhand me, Miss Granger.

“Happy Birthday, Severus,” she whispered into the empty room.

“I miss you,” she continued.

The insistent creak of the front door, and she heard Ron’s voice, calling for dinner.

She blinked the tears from her eyes and went to greet her husband.

******

A/N: Thanks to the admins at TPP for their hard work!
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